
Sankofa is the author’s third novel. Her
debut was The Spider King’s Daughter, and
her second, Welcome to Lagos. 
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ABOUT THE BOOK
Anna is at a stage of her life when
she's beginning to wonder who she
really is. She has separated from her
husband, her daughter is all grown
up, and her mother - the only parent
who raised her - is dead.

Searching through her mother's
belongings, she finds clues about
the West African father she never
knew. Through reading his student
diary, chronicling his involvement in
radical politics in 1970s London, she
discovers that he eventually became
the president (some would say the
dictator) of a small nation in West
Africa - and he is still alive. She
decides to track him down and so
begins a funny, painful, fascinating
journey, and an exploration of race,
identity and what we pass on to our
children.
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Anna’s search for identity is a key theme of the novel. Discuss her
experience as a biracial woman. How does it affect her being seen as
more black in the UK, and more white in Bamana?

Bamana is a fictional West African country. Why do you think the author
chose to create a fictional state? 

There are two sides to Anna’s father, Francis Aggrey and Kofi Adjei. Who
are each of them? How does Anna reconcile the differences between the
two men she’s getting to know?

What impact does Anna meeting Abena have on her? Discuss the
inclusion of witchcraft in the novel.

As Kofi tells Anna, the Sankofa is a mythical bird which flies forward
with its head facing backward. Why was Sankofa chosen as the title for
the novel? 

Power is another key theme in the novel. When did you realise Anna’s
father was responsible for sending her to jail? When did Anna realise?
How did this make you feel?

How did you feel when Anna makes the decision to stay in Bamana?
What would you have done in her place?
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